
People aged 12 and over  
eligible for virus-like particle (VLP) vaccine

Are they traveling to a country or territory with an active chikungunya outbreak?*  

YES

YES

NO

Chikungunya  
vaccine  

RECOMMENDED†

Chikungunya vaccine MAY BE CONSIDERED†

Are they traveling or moving to a country or territory without  
an outbreak but with elevated risk for US travelers*  

AND staying for an extended period (eg, ≥6 months)?

Adapted from CDC Chikungunya Vaccination for U.S. Travelers Decision Tree.

Chikungunya outbreaks are growing in size, 
reach, and severity worldwide1

Preventive vaccination is now available to help you protect travelers2

• �All travelers to areas with risk for chikungunya should take steps to prevent mosquito bites 

• Vaccination may be appropriate for some travelers with higher-risk itineraries*

Assess travelers’ risk for chikungunya virus infection based on 
their planned itineraries: 

*CDC posts information on countries and territories with outbreaks or elevated risk for US travelers.
†To minimize the risk of serious adverse events, carefully observe contraindications and consider precautions for vaccination prior to vaccine administration.



Chikungunya is frequent, unpredictable,  
and widespread, with no specific treatment3-5

Protection and prevention matter—education for travelers on this disease and their  
options is critical6

*�In a systematic literature review, meta-analysis of 8 studies determined that the overall symptomatic rate of chikungunya infection was 75% (n=912/1217; 95% CI, 0.63-0.84).8

†�Including a meta-analysis of 34 studies across 15 countries showing that more than 40% of patients developed severe long-term symptoms, lasting for months.9
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Quick facts

Risk considerations

Chikungunya is a debilitating, mosquito-borne virus found in 119 countries3,7

Due to similarities in symptomology, chikungunya can be difficult to differentiate from other  
mosquito-borne diseases like Zika and dengue3

Over 75% of people infected with chikungunya will develop symptoms, including severe joint pain,  
fever, and headache1,8*

Over 40% of people infected can get debilitating long-term symptoms that last for months or even  
years after the initial infection, such as severe arthralgia8,9†

�Long-term symptoms may be sustained for ≥1 year and can include arthralgia, myalgia, musculoskeletal 
pain, fatigue, and depression8,9†

Now vaccination can help prevent chikungunya before your patient travels2

How concerned is your patient about the potential for long-term, debilitating joint pain from chikungunya?2

How often is your patient traveling to areas of high chikungunya risk?2

Is your patient willing to prevent mosquito bites (eg, use EPA-registered repellent and wear protective  
clothing, especially during the day when mosquitoes that spread the virus bite more aggressively)?2,3

Consider the patient’s age, which affects both disease outcomes and vaccine risks2

Are there underlying medical or other conditions that also increase these risks?2

Once you’ve reviewed the risks inherent with chikungunya and  
the importance of prevention, vaccination could be an option  
for your eligible patients. You can help them start the process. 

Scan to learn more  
about a chikungunya  
vaccine.

Making the decision together


